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ADMIT IT’S AN ENTRYWAY

Saddled with groceries, you stop in the garage and juggle keys, coffee, cell phone and more.
For your kids, your spouse, and—let’s be honest—a handful of friends, this is the primary
entry to your home. Ease the transition with surfaces for setting and hooks for hanging.
Consider lockers or storage benches for backpacks, shoes and boots, and a rug or scraper 
to cut the dirt or snow tracked inside. If your garage is an extension of your kitchen,
designate a spot for supplies like soda pop or paper towels.

FIND YOUR STATION

Sports enthusiast? Garden grower? Grease monkey? If space allows, station a hobby center
directly opposite the large garage door. Include a well-lit work surface so you can see what’s
at hand. Keep it clear by storing small tools and supplies on slatted walls that allow you to clip
and endlessly rearrange an assortment of hooks, racks and baskets—whether you need to
gather golf gloves, pressure gauges or pruning shears.

ABOVE THE REST

The minute anything but your tires hits the garage floor, it’s the beginning of the end for your
organizational aspirations.You can mount heaps of things to the walls to spare your floor
from pileups and make cleanup easy.Tug on wall systems to make sure they’re stable: If it’s
not tight, it’s not right.

LAYER BY HAZARD AND HEIGHT

Store children’s items close to the ground, with things you’ll need to share at mid-level.
Stow “adult” items—chemicals, breakables, or sharp tools—overhead and behind lockable
cabinet doors if necessary.

TAKE SIDES

Hook or hang awkward seasonal tools—snow shovels, leaf rakes, folding chairs—on the
walls nearest the garage door to lessen the likelihood that you’ll ding your cars by dragging
things along the length of your stalls.

GOOD POINT
Use the space you’ve created
in your garage to host a tag
sale, donating anything of value
that doesn’t sell. Proceeds can
fund a favorite charity or a
future family vacation. Enlist
your kids to spread the word
with neighbors who might like
to hold their own sales on the
same day.
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a domestic dumping ground,

it’s time to shift gears.
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LIGHTEN UP

No one wants to spend time in a dim garage with hidden hazards. Shed a little (or a lot of)
light on the issue. Install long-lasting, energy-efficient bulbs overhead and clip or hook mobile
task lights in places where you’re most likely to need them. Multiply the effect by coating
your ceiling with light, reflective paint.

MOBILIZE YOUR MASSES

You’ll only get so far sorting everyone’s stuff by yourself. Dedicate a day of family garage-
keeping complete with pre-planning and recreation. Purchase organizers and cleanup supplies
ahead of time. Define the project’s time and punctuate with snacks. Park curbside so you can
move all garage contents to the driveway and conquer clutter by category.Assign an older
child to burn a “garage grooves” soundtrack with pace-setting family favorites.Appoint a
project photographer to capture before, after and candid shots.

GET IN THE ZONE

Situate your space and your stuff on paper before lugging it around on the concrete. Map
out your garage and divide it by zones: indoor-outdoor transition, household overflow,
large/long/longterm, everyday yard gear, and hobbies. Let the map be your guide as you
sort and assign your stuff.

 



ALL THE STUFF

Surplus beverages h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Surplus dry goods h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

Seasonal clothes h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Trash/recycle bins h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

Lawn mower h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Snow blower h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

Grill/outdoor cookers h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Large tools h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Small tools h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

Pool supplies h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Car maintenance supplies h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

SPORTS EQUIPMENT

Bikes h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Kayaks/canoes h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

Golf clubs h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Clothing/pads h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

Skis, boots, shoes h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Fishing equipment, clothes h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

Hunting equipment, clothes h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
GARDEN TOOLS

Hose h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Fertilizer/sprays h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

Spreader/sprayer h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Handheld tools h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Pots/dirt/seeds h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Rakes, shovels h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Brooms, vacuum h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Cleaning supplies h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

Sink/washtub h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
Other h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________

___________________ h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
___________________ h h h h h h h h h ____ h h h h ______________________
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MATCH UP PURPOSE WITH PLACEMENT

Use this checklist to account for the number and types of things you want to accommodate in your garage storage area.

Key Considerations Use It     How frequently is it used? Count It     How many items need to be accommodated?
See It Should it be visible/displayed or Move It Is there a more appropriate place for it? 

behind a door or in a drawer? Toss It Is it time to dispose of it?
Plug It Does it require a nearby outlet?
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